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Looking back to the past

More intensive construction of Slovene diagnostic
laboratories dates back to the year 1991.

Before independence the work in the field of plant
protection was rather intensive; it was organised
mainly in frame of the research and expert
projects.




Agricultural and Control Stations

= The Act on Agricultural and
Control Stations of the SHS
Kingdom passed in 1922
could be considered as the
beginning of an organised
work in the plant protection
of Slovenia.

= The Agricultural Experimental and Control Station which
consisted of four sections, also a phytopathological one,
was founded Iin Ljubljana.
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At the beginning of the fifties
It was discovered that the
cause of decay of grapevine in r;
the coastal region of
Primorska were not only
fungal diseases but also
viruses (Grapevine Fanleaf
Virus (GFLV) and Grapevine
Leaf Roll Associated Viruses
(GLRaV).




Historical overview —
Nematodes

= The beginning of nematology dates
back to 1963 when the
nematological laboratory was
founded at AlS.

= A systematic surveillance of potato
nematodes was organised.

= Nematological work extend then to
other species.




= Bacteriology was

Introduced as the last on a
diagnostic scale (1994).

Everything started with the
study of bacteria diseases
of vegetables, and in the
last few years, bacteria of
potato, fruit trees,
grapevine and ornamentals.




Historical overview — Phythoplasms

= Last but not least
Important discipline is
laboratory diagnostics of
phythoplasms.

= The first project started
In 1997.

= In the last few years
more intensive
Inspections and testing of
5 phythoplasms of
grapevine and fruit trees
were performed.




At the crossroads

Immediately after the acquired
Independence Slovenia stood
at the crossroads: whether to
organise the diagnostics of
harmful organisms in frame
of the plant protection
service on the basis of its
own know-how or leave the
work to foreign specialists.
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Development of Diagnostic
Laboratories

= From 1991 on, individual institutions have been investing
much of their energy and financial means in the development
of diagnostic laboratories.

= The number of personnel was growing, suitable equipment
and books were purchased, various contacts with foreign
experts started to be made, so that it could be said that an
enviable basis for further development and expansion of
diagnostic laboratories was established.

= In the past ten years an invaluable support has been offered
by MAFF, MS and EU in the shape of Phare Projects and Taiex
Program.



Twinning programs

All these efforts culminated in the period 1998-2001 —
Twinning Programs:

The Twinning covenant 1998
The twinning covenant SL99/1B/AG/02
The twinning covenant S12001/I1B/AG/01

The Slovene plant protection experts succeeded in bringing
the diagnostics of harmful organisms to a rather enviable
level.

We got an invaluable experience in field and laboratory
diagnosing of important harmful organisms and in detection
and identification of quarantine organisms.



Diagnostic Laboratories in SLO today -
where?

At present, diagnostic laboratories which are involved in
practical diagnostic work and are officialy autorised by
Phytosanitary Administration are located at 6 different
Institutions:

= Agricultural Institute of Slovenia, Ljubljana {‘i

= Institute of hop research and brewing of Slovenia, Zalec
= National Biological Institute, Ljubljana QY8

= Biotechnical Faculty in Ljubljana
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= Slovenian Forestry Institute
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Quality of Diagnoses

s According to these rules a complex of procedures for
diagnosis and identification of harmful organisms is more
or less completely established at our diagnostic
laboratories. The process of establishing the quality
assurance in our labs has not been completed yet. In
spite of that we can say that the procedures already
Implemented assure our clients reliable and unequivocal
results of diagnoses.




Spheres of activity of our diagnostic
specialists

Slovene diagnostic specialists are an important link in today’s Plant
Protection Service and participate in survey and monitoring of
guarantine and also other harmful organisms.

The surveillance of harmful organisms is based on the Act on Plant
Health, International Agreement on Sanitary and Phytosanitary
measures (WTQ) and International Plant Protection Convention
(IPPC).

This work is based on expert examinations, monitoring, systematic
research and other methods and is based on three main
segments:

= diagnosis,

= support to Phytosanitary Administration, where our specialists
participate in the pest risk analysis, prepare expert opinions,

reports and publications and monitor the appearance and
spreading of quarantine organisms in Slovenia,

s forecasting and warning service for pests and diseases.




-

N o

m The quality and organisation of the Slovene diagnostic
laboratories are on the high professional level.

m Our labs are generally well equipped and use classical and also
modern, more sophisticated diagnostic methods for fungi,
viruses, viroids, bacteria, phythoplasms, nematodes and insects.

m The experts in our labs gained experience in detection and
identification of (Q) organisms through intensive diagnostic work
and collaboration with numerous top EU diagnostic experts.

= Slovene diagnostic labs are able to take prompt action very
professionally.




